
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Village of Nyack Board of Trustees held at 7:30pm on 
Thursday, January 14th, 2010 at Village Hall, 9 North Broadway, Nyack New York 
 
Hon. Richard Kavesh presiding: 
 
PRESENT:             Richard Kavesh   Mayor     
                         Doug Foster                                     Trustee 
                                    Louise Parker                                      Trustee  
              Jen Laird-White                       Trustee 
   Steve Knowlton   Trustee 
    
ALSO PRESENT:      Walter Sevastian   Village Attorney 
   John Cincotta               Village Treasurer 
              Mary E. White                  Village Clerk  
  
Pledge of Allegiance 
Led by Miss Xellex Burns 
  
Mayor Kavesh asked for a moment of silence in remembrance of victims of the recent tragedy in 
Haiti.  President Obama’s statement on this subject was read by Mayor Kavesh.   Kim Cross 
informed those present of various events sponsored by the Nyack Center to benefit Haiti. Mayor 
Kavesh also advised of an upcoming prayer vigil to be held on Friday, January 15, 2010 at 
Veterans’ Memorial Park at 6:30pm. 
 
Former Mayor Shields asked that the Board officially denounce the racist remarks made by Pat 
Robertson regarding the devastation in Haiti.  Motion made by Mayor Kavesh, seconded by 
Trustee Knowlton.  Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
Adoption of Minutes: 
Adoption of minutes for reorganizational meeting of January 4, 2010 - approved as presented 
with a motion by Mayor Kavesh.  Motion seconded by Trustee Laird-White and passed with a 
unanimous vote.  Trustee Knowlton abstained as he was not present. 
 
SPECIAL REPORT TO THE BOARD 
Grant Writer – Sylvia Welch 
Brief report given to the Board as to the current status of village grant monies: 

1. NYS Office of Parks (2006) $97,500:  to restore basketball/tennis courts, lighting, 
fencing, nets.  Expires 8/31/2010  

2. NYS Costal Resources – (2006) $150,000:  to construct fishing pier and restore southern 
shoreline.  Expires 3/31/2010 

After discussion, it was decided that Trustee Laird-White will correspond with both agencies in 
writing to request an additional extension. 
 
Public Comment 

D. Darbonne (Friends of the Nyacks) – 2010 Mostly Music Concert Series 



Special thanks were given to Kim Cross and the Nyack Center for coordinating relief 
efforts and donations to benefit Haiti. 
Mayor Kavesh moved to approve proposed dates for the Friends of the Nyacks’ 2010 
Mostly Music Concert series:  Tuesdays @7:30pm (June 29-August 17). 
Trustee Laird-White seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 

 Dr. Lori Martin – ‘ Cynthia Moore Hesdra’ honor  
After follow-up presentation by Dr. Martin to the Board, Mayor Kavesh moved to 
approve locations of the honorary naming of Remsen St., Depew Ave., and Hudson St. 
on a permanent basis (Cynthia Moore Hesdra Way), with the exception of the month of 
October, which has been dedicated to Apostle Alston of St. John Deliverance Tabernacle.  
Trustee Parker seconded the motion and was approved unanimously.  The possibility of 
extending this to Cedar Hill Ave. will be addressed with a letter to the Village of South 
Nyack. 

 J. Dunnigan (ACADA) – 2010 event dates/Temporary Banner application 
Trustee Knowlton made a motion to approved proposed dates for ACADA 2010 Street 
fairs (May 16, July 18, October 10 – 6am to 6pm), subject to 50%  reimbursement of  
Village expense for clean-up and the village’s usual insurance requirement.  Motion was 
seconded by Trustee Laird-White and approved unanimously. 
Moved by Mayor Kavesh, seconded by Trustee Parker to approve temporary Banner 
application from ACADA for Street Fairs (4/26 to 5/17, 6/28 to 7/19, 9/27 to 10/11) to be 
hung at the Main/Mill St. location.  Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

            C. Pellegrini (Chamber of Commerce) – 2010 event dates  
Moved by Trustee Parker, seconded by Mayor Kavesh to approve proposed dates for 
Chamber events (Mardi Gras 2/13, Springfest 4/11, Septemberfest 9/12, Halloween 
Parade 10/23 or 30 - TBD). Approval is subject to clarification of times, receipt of 
necessary insurance documents, and 50% reimbursement of village expense for/clean-up. 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
C. Pellegrini (Amazing Grace Circus) – Circus-in-the-Park Extravaganza 
Trustee Laird-White moved to approve event dates subject to clarification of request, etc.  
Trustee Parker seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote.  Due to the issues 
that arose during the last Circus event, it was determined that a workshop must be 
scheduled to identify/clarify all elements needed to approve this event and have it be a 
success for all.  After discussion, workshop scheduled for 2/2/10 at 6:30pm at Village 
Hall. 

Reports to the Board 
Treasurer –  

1. Financial report(s) 
The Treasurer read the financial report. Mayor Kavesh made a motion to accept the 
financial report.  Trustee Parker seconded that motion which passed by unanimous vote. 

2. State Grant monies ($97,000-basketball court) 
See Grant Writer’s report above. 

3. Signage – Parks Law 
This matter referred to the Parks Commission. 

 
Attorney –  
-Brief report given to the Board on Land Use Board applications, Clarkstown Landfill litigation. 



Building Department – 
Court Clerk - 
Department of Public Works – 

1. Orangetown Sewer letters 
Village Attorney has been in contact with Town Attorney regarding this issue and will 
forward list of possible illegal sewer hook-ups. 

Orangetown Police Department -   
Parking Authority- 
Village Clerk – 

1. Vendor permits 
Mayor Kavesh made a motion, seconded by Trustee Parker to approve the following 
applications for Hawking/Peddling license (Memorial Park): 
-Geneva Williams (G&T Quick Stop) 
-Donna Avdoyan (Hot Dog Donna, Inc.) 
Season for permit is Memorial Day to Labor Day, unless otherwise permitted. 

2. Training 
Village Clerk was given approval to attend Governmental Accounting Training 
sponsored by NYS Comptroller’s office 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
At 8:00pm Trustee Parker moved to open the public hearing to discuss– Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Citizen Viewpoint 2010 Program – Block Grant 
Entitlement.  Motion was seconded by Mayor Kavesh and passed unanimously. 
 
After a statement of thanks was given to all committee members for their dedicated service to 
this year’s CDBG effort, Marilyn Kaskel, Chair of the Citizens’ Advisory Board, made a 
presentation to the Board with details of all applications received for committee consideration.  
Ms. Kaskel presented the following 3 recommendations for CDBG Grant monies: 
 

1. Village of Nyack 
  Sidewalk replacement     $ 200,000 

2. Nyack Center    
   “Teen Computer Time”                      26,500 

3. River Rowing Association 
Community Outreach Program                         57,000 
 

                            Total of recommended grants requested             $  283,500 
 
The following persons also spoke on this matter:  Salahudin Rahim, John Shields, Peter  Klose, 
Carlo Pellegrini, Steve Knowlton. 
 
At 8:29pm Trustee Foster moved, Trustee Parker seconded to close this portion of the Public 
Hearing. Motion passed unanimously. It was moved by Mayor Kavesh, seconded by Trustee 
Laird-White that the project recommendations be approved, accepted, and submitted in the order 
presented.  The motion passed unanimously by resolution.  



Mayor Kavesh made a motion to approve the appointment of Marilyn Kaskel as Chair for the 
2011 CDBG committee.  Trustee Parker seconded the motion.  After public comment, Mayor 
Kavesh withdrew the motion for consideration at a meeting in the near future.. 
 
After some discussion, Village Attorney was directed to research the following: 
-The feasibility of the village’s hosting CDBG youth programs as an umbrella  
-Appointment of permanent Chair for future CDBG committees. 
 
REPORTS FROM THE BOARD 
Mayor –  

1. Board meeting procedures/format 
Mayor Kavesh presented proposed agenda format (see attached) 

2. Court Clerk appointment 
Mayor Kavesh made a motion to appoint Steve Mulvaney Justice Court Clerk, effective 
2/18/10 upon retirement of Renee Halperin at the wage for this position in the union 
contract.  Trustee Knowlton seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

3. Village Clerk roles 
4. Trustee roles (liaison system) 

Mayor Kavesh advised of current ‘Liaison’ system (see attached) 
5. Meeting schedule/locations 

Motion by Mayor Kavesh, seconded by Trustee Parker-unanimously approved to have 
regular meeting (1/28/10) at the Nyack Senior Center - 90 Depew Ave, 7:30pm.  

6. At 9:20pm, Mayor Kavesh asked for an Executive session to discuss matter of an issue 
of personnel employment history, seconded by Trustee Knowlton-approved 
unanimously. 

Trustee Foster- 
Brief report given, including updates to website, and newly formed ‘Marketing Committee’ 
Trustee Laird-White– 
Brief report given, including upcoming changes to Village Parks 
Trustee Knowlton- 
Village Engineer has submitted plans for Downtown Revitalization.  Trustee Knowlton will 
review then report back to the Board.  Village Clerk directed to place this item on agenda for 
next meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
**Village Clerk was directed to remove all items of Old Business (below) from the agenda with 
a motion by Mayor Kavesh, seconded by Trustee Laird-White.   Motion passed unanimously.  

1. Snow Ordinance 
2. Street Parking re-alignment 
3. Village of Nyack Management consolidation 

 
Communications 

-Trustee Parker made a motion to approve approval of request from Get Your Guts in Gear to 
use Memorial Park as a rest stop for their annual ‘Ride for Crohn’s & Colitis’ on June 11-13, 
2010.  Trustee Knowlton seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  



- Moved by Trustee Knowlton, seconded by Trustee Parker to approve temporary Banner 
application from Academy of Music for their Summer Festival to be hung at the N. 
Broadway/Lydecker St. location (Jun 7-27).  Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
-Trustee Laird-White moved, Trustee Foster seconded to approve request from VCS to use 
the Village lot on Main St. for their Gay Pride Rockland event (June13-11:30am-5pm). 
Motion passed by unanimous vote.  Approval subject to receipt of necessary insurance 
requirements prior to event date. 
Trustee Knowlton moved, Trustee Laird-White seconded motion to approve temporary 
Banner application from VCS for this event, banner to be hung at the Main/Mill St. location 
(5/24-6/13).  Motion passed by unanimous vote.   
 

New Business 
 
Open Forum  
 Salahudin Rahim (Nyack Plaza)- 
 Mr. Rahim advised the Board of possible improprieties with the current Nyack  

Housing Authority election process for tenant representative.  Mayor Kavesh did tell Mr. 
Rahim that the Housing Authority is a separate entity and the Village Board has little/no 
control over their decisions.  Questions were also asked regarding the Authority’s by-
laws.  Village Clerk gave Mr. Rahim a copy of the By-Laws. 
Ruth Case, Housing Authority Chair, spoke on this matter and advised that she was not 
aware of this situation and “accidentally” found out about it.  Because she wishes to make 
sure the Authority operates in an open and honest fashion, she will research/address this 
matter.    
 

Executive Session 
At 10:09pm, moved by Mayor Kavesh to go into Executive session.  Seconded by Trustee 
Knowlton and approve by unanimous vote. 
 
At 10:41pm, moved by Trustee Parker to come out of Executive session.  Seconded by Trustee 
Knowlton and approve by unanimous vote. 
 
Trustee Knowlton will contact Don Yacopino regarding the position of Building Inspector.  
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, nor anyone present wishing to be heard, Mayor Kavesh moved 
to close the Regular meeting.  Trustee Knowlton seconded the motion and it was passed 
unanimously at 10:43pm. 

       
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary E. White 
Village Clerk 

 


