
Nyack	  Parks	  Commission	  Minutes	  June	  25,	  2014	  
Meeting	  Minutes	  taken	  by	  Carolyn	  Cairns	  

	  
June	  25,	  2014	  
	  
Park	  Commissioners	  present:	  
Jim	  Willcox	  	  
Bert	  Hughes	  
Steve	  Guarascio	  
Randy	  Rand	  
Chrissy	  Place	  
Rodger	  Stevens	  
	  
Marie	  Lorenzini,	  Village	  Trustee	  and	  Parks	  liaison	  
Sergeant	  Sullivan,	  Orangetown	  Police	  
	  
7:00	  PM	  Meeting	  begins	  
	  
Vagrancy/vandalism	  issues	  in	  Memorial	  Park	  
After	  Village	  of	  Nyack	  officials	  were	  contacted	  by	  several	  members	  of	  the	  Parks	  
Commission	  regarding	  several	  incidents	  in	  the	  Memorial	  Park	  (men	  publicly	  drunk	  
during	  the	  middle	  of	  the	  day,	  public	  urination	  in	  the	  playground,	  people	  sleeping	  in	  
the	  park	  overnight,	  etc.),	  Sgt.	  Sullivan	  of	  the	  Orangetown	  Police	  Department	  
attended	  the	  Parks	  Commission	  meeting	  to	  discuss	  these	  issues.	  
	  
Sgt.	  Sullivan	  promised	  increased	  visitations	  and	  vigilance	  by	  police	  officers,	  but	  
recommended	  that	  those	  using	  the	  park	  report	  any	  issues	  to	  the	  Orangetown	  Police	  
when	  they	  occur.	  The	  police	  can	  only	  react	  when	  they	  are	  aware	  of	  the	  problem,	  and	  
they	  are	  now	  on	  notice	  that	  there	  has	  been	  an	  increase	  in	  these	  types	  of	  issues,	  
which	  typically	  increase	  as	  the	  weather	  gets	  nicer.	  It	  was	  also	  suggested	  that	  the	  
Parks	  Commission	  contact	  the	  coordinator	  of	  the	  auxiliary	  police.	  
	  
Children’s	  Playground	  Update	  
Playground	  components	  have	  been	  ordered.	  Village	  is	  reviewing	  estimates	  for	  site	  
work	  and	  installation	  of	  equipment	  and	  is	  waiting	  for	  an	  estimate	  for	  the	  fencing.	  
Once	  this	  information	  is	  compiled,	  the	  Village	  can	  set	  a	  schedule	  for	  work.	  	  It	  is	  
believed	  that	  the	  final	  cost	  will	  be	  close	  to	  the	  $150,00	  estimated	  budget.	  
	  
Fishing	  pier	  
Village	  has	  received	  a	  $150,000	  grant	  for	  a	  fishing	  pier/Tappan	  Zee	  Bridge	  viewing	  
station	  at	  the	  southeast	  end	  of	  Memorial	  Park.	  Project	  will	  separate	  installation	  of	  
pilings	  from	  the	  installation	  of	  the	  decking.	  Village	  is	  receiving	  bids	  for	  the	  work.	  
	  
Skate	  Plaza	  



Design	  work	  is	  continuing,	  which	  will	  eventually	  move	  to	  a	  public	  forum.	  The	  
skatepark	  committee	  has	  prepared	  the	  Tony	  Hawk	  Foundation	  grant,	  which	  has	  
been	  submitted.	  
	  
Gazebo	  relocation	  
Gazebo	  group	  has	  been	  formed	  to	  help	  with	  possible	  relocation	  of	  the	  old	  gazebo,	  or	  
possibly	  a	  design	  for	  a	  new	  one.	  Moving	  the	  gazebo	  may	  be	  prohibitively	  expensive	  
due	  to	  the	  cost	  of	  the	  needed	  crane,	  so	  it	  might	  make	  more	  sense	  to	  build	  a	  new	  one.	  
There	  are	  ongoing	  discussions	  of	  a	  possible	  style	  (Victorian?)	  and	  whether	  or	  not	  a	  
flexible/convertible	  structure	  that	  could	  be	  extended	  might	  be	  utilized.	  
	  
Sunflower/trellis	  garden	  
There	  have	  been	  issues	  with	  the	  water	  supply	  in	  the	  butterfly	  garden,	  making	  it	  
tough	  to	  water	  the	  newly	  planted	  sunflower	  garden	  without	  calling	  Vic.	  Village	  
administrator	  has	  contacted	  the	  call	  water	  department	  to	  repair	  leak.	  This	  weekend	  
	  
Discussion	  about	  safety	  and	  maintenance	  issues	  
Need	  process	  for	  alerting	  Village	  of	  maintenance	  and	  safety	  issues	  in	  the	  park.	  
Discussing	  various	  options.	  
	  
Park	  Lighting	  discussion	  
Trying	  to	  locate	  CAD	  drawings	  of	  the	  park	  lighting	  schematic	  to	  continue	  
discussions	  of	  eventually	  replacing	  current	  lights	  with	  energy-‐efficient	  LED	  and	  
solar	  lighting.	  Also,	  the	  possibility	  of	  adding	  more	  lights	  in	  several	  under-‐lit	  areas	  of	  
the	  park,	  including	  the	  children’s	  playground,	  was	  discussed.	  The	  possibility	  of	  
adding	  security	  cameras	  in	  the	  park	  was	  also	  discussed.	  	  


